
	
	

	
	

 

 
 
Ido Aharoni, Ambassador 

	
 
Ambassador Aharoni is a 25-year veteran of Israel’s Foreign service, a public diplomacy 
specialist, founder of the Brand Israel program and a well-known nation branding practitioner.  
 
Ambassador Aharoni has been Israel's longest serving consul-general in New York to date. He 
held that position for six years (2010-2016) and oversaw the operations of Israel’s largest 
diplomatic mission worldwide. He was a member of Israel’s Foreign Service from 1991 until 
2016 and held two other overseas positions in Los Angeles and in New York. 
  
In the spring of 1993 Aharoni was appointed to serve under then Foreign Minister Mr. Shimon 
Peres, as policy assistant to Israel’s chief negotiator with the Palestinians. In that capacity 
Aharoni took part in the back-channel negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians in Europe 
and in the middle-east that led to the signing of the ‘Declaration of Principles’ and the ‘Mutual 
Recognition Agreement’ (also known as the ‘Oslo Accords’). Aharoni was a member of Israel’s 
official delegation to the signing ceremony at the White House in September of 1993.  
 
In 2002 Aharoni convened the Brand Israel Group thus creating the foundation to what would 
later become the Brand Israel Program. He later was appointed to serve as his nation's first head 
of brand management. The program is designed to improve Israel's positioning in the world by 
highlighting its relative advantages and increasing its relevance. The logic, per Aharoni, is that 
"in today's competitive world it is no less important for nations to be attractive than right". 
"Every place has a DNA, a personality, just like a human being" Aharoni said. "No place, no 
person, no organization, wishes to be solely defined by its problems".  
 
Aharoni earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Tel Aviv University with a joint-major in Film 
and Television, Sociology and Anthropology. He then moved to the United States where he 
obtained a Master’s Degree in Mass Communications from Emerson College in Boston. In 1993 
Aharoni attended the Hebrew University’s special program for foreign service cadets in 
Government and Diplomacy. 
 
In 2015 he was awarded the ‘Honorary Governor’ status by Tel Aviv University. In 2005 a 
communications studies scholarship, ‘Wings of Hope’, was named after him by the Yemenite-



	
	

	
	

Jewish Federation of North America. In 1998 he was given the Community Leadership Award in 
Los Angeles by the American Friends of the Rabin Medical Center.  
  
Over the years Aharoni received multiple awards recognizing his contribution in the field of 
public diplomacy from national Jewish organizations and other social-impact charities such as  
Back on my feet, The Albert Einstein Foundation, Israel Bonds Corporation, UJA of New York 
(United Jewish Appeal), Association of American-Russian Jewry, AJC (American Jewish 
Committee), Jewish National Fund, Beit Hatfusot Museum, WIZO (Women’s International 
Zionist Organization), Hadassah Women’s Organization, Friends of Hebrew University of USA 
and Canada, Friends of Soroka Hospital, Friends of Tel Aviv University, IAC (Israeli American 
Council) and many others.  
 
In September of 2016 Ambassador Aharoni was honored by the Jerusalem Foundation at the 
New York Metropolitan Museum. In the summer of 2016 Mayor of New York Bill de Blasio 
announced July 29th, 2016 as “Ambassador Ido Aharoni Day” in New York. In 2013, the news 
magazine 'Algemeiner' named him among ‘Top 100 People Positively Influencing Jewish Life’ 
commonly known as the "Jewish 100."  
 
Aharoni has regularly appeared on national television and radio and has frequently published 
articles in the national and the international media. 
 
Aharoni served in the Israel Defense Forces as a company commander in the infantry during the 
first Lebanon War. He retired from military reserves, at the age of 48, as a Major. 
 
He is married to Julie Goodman-Aharoni, a native of Los Angeles. They have three children: 
Talia (29), Sharon (26) and Adam (21). 
	
	

 


